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AUTHOR'S NOTE 



This thesis was conceived during the execution of the 
great American pastime of watching television. The show was 
a PBS presentation called Reilly : Ace of Spies and it was 
based on a book by Robin Bruce Lockhart who is the son of 
the British envoy to the Bolshevik party after the Russian 
Revolution started in 1917. Reilly's story is fascinating 
and has become one of the main themes of this paper. Ian 
Fleming, the author of the well known "James Bond" books, 
was the primary assistant to the Director of Naval 
Intelligence during World War II; he said of Reilly, "James 
Bond is just a piece of nonsense I dreamed up. He's not a 
Sidney Reilly you know." The last part of Reilly's life was 
dedicated to combating an organization that had grown up in 
Russia calling itself "The Trust." All this, and much more, 
was portrayed in the PBS series and led to the author's 
obtaining permission to write this thesis. I have never 
enjoyed writing a paper so much. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 



To write a history of any Secret Service is to tilt 
against a great many windmills. 1 



With these words Richard Deacon begins his narrative of 
A History of the British Secret Service . As will quickly 
become understood, if it is difficult to write anything 
about the intelligence services and operations of an open, 
democratic society, it is almost impossible to write 
anything that can be academically proved and accepted about 
a closed, totalitarian society’s intelligence service and 
operations. The difficulty is further compounded by the 
world situation following World War I and in the early 
1920's. When World War I ended people tried to carry on as 
they had after every other previous war but, somehow, the 
"Great War" had fundamentally changed all the rules that 
people lived by'; success in surviving and living day-to-day 
could almost be measured by how soon you recognized the 
fundamental change that the war had brought about. The 
Romanov Czars had been replaced by the Bolshevik Commissars 
inside Russia, which was probably the most extreme example 
of how the new world could and would act. The age of the 
end justifying the means was dawning around the world, and 
it was a shabby replacement indeed for the world that had 
ended when Sir Edward Grey, the British Foreign Secretary, 
presciently intoned on 3 August, 1914 "The lamps are going 



Richard Deacon, 
Service , (New York: 



A History of the British Secret 
Taplinger PubTTshing Company , 1969), p. 
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out all over Europe; we shall not see them lit again in our 
lifetime . " 2 

Outside Russia there were many groups (mostly emigre but 
also some western intelligence services) who only existed to 
bring down the new Bolshevik regime. 

Counter-revolutionary forces of every hue and 
complexion, from monarchists to Mensheviks, were 
organizing to overthrow the Soviet regime. 

This thesis will cover the career of the organization 
which came to be known as "The Trust." It proved to be very 
successful in neutralizing, for a period of about six years, 
the many and varied "White" Russian emigre groups which 
abounded in Europe after the Russian Revolution. It also 
lured back into Russia many of the leaders of these various 
Russian groups who were committed anti-Bolsheviks; the two 
most important victims were Sydney Reilly (Britain's 
"master" spy) and Boris Savinkov (Kerensky's War Minister 
and a former terrorist under the Czars). 

The thesis will consist of an introduction, chapters on 
the background of the Trust, Boris Savinkov, Sydney Reilly, 
the end of the Trust with its effects and a conclusion. A 
slight departure from normal format will place what would 
normally be appendices as sections immediately following 
this introduction in order to assist the reader, as in any 
good Russian novel, with the cast of characters and the 
sequence of events. 



. . 2 Barbara Tuchman, The Guns of August, (New York: Dell 
Publishing Co. Inc.), p. 146 . 

3 Richard K. Debo, Lockhart Plot or Dzerzhinskii Plot? 
Journal of Modern History, V 43^ September, 1971 , p. 413. 
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A. TIMELINE 



Chronology of The Trust (T), 

Boris Savinkov (S) and Sydney Reilly (R) 



1874 (R) Reilly born in Odessa on 24 March. Real 

name was Sigmund Rosenblum. 

1879 (S) Savinkov born in Kharkov. Father was a civil 

servant who became the Judge of the Military 
Court in Warsaw. 

1890 (R) Attended university in Vienna, studied 

chemistry . 

1893 (R) Returned to Odessa to see dying mother, 

unknowingly carrying a letter for a Marxist 
organization. Arrested by the Ochrana, 
spent a week in jail. 

1893 (R) Ran away to South America. 

1896 (R) Arrived in London, changed his name 
to Sydney Rosenblum. 

1897 (R) First job for the British Secret Service, 
sent to Russia to determine their interest 

in Persia. 
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1898 (R) Reilly married on August 22. 

1899 (R) Changed his name to Sydney Reilly. 

1899 (S) Savinkov expelled from Petersburg University 

for participating in student disorders . 

Continued education in Berlin and 
Heidelberg. Returned to Russia. 



1899-1902 (R) Reilly operated in Holland to determine 
Dutch aid to the Boers in South Africa. 

1902 (S) Banished to Siberia for five years, escaped to 

Geneva . 

1902 (R) Sent to Persia to determine the possibility 
of oil. Returned with recommendations that the 
British should buy the oil rights and split 
Persia with the Russians. 

1903 (R) Working in Port Arthur and advising the British 
Secret Service of events prior to the Russo- 
Japanese War. Reportedly took a year off, after 
sending his wife back to London, to travel around 
China; became somewhat interested in Oriental 
mysticism. 

1903 (S) Joined the Socialist Revolutionary (SR) Party. 

1904 (R) Returned to London just prior to Russo- 
Japanese War. Sent to Germany and infiltrated 
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the Krupp shipyards. Obtained copies of Krupp 
naval designs and returned to England. 



1904 (S) As a member of the SR’s "Battle Organization," 
Savinkov organized the assassination of the 
Minister of the Interior (and head of the Police) 

V.K. Plehve on July 15th. Became deputy head of 
the Battle Organization. 

1905 (R) Reportedly posed as a French Cure to prevent 

a Mr. D’Arcy from selling his oil rights in Persia 
to the French. Convinced D'Arcy to sell to the 
British, begining of British Petroleum (BP). 

1905 (S) On February 4th Savinkov organized the 

assassination of the Governor-General of 
Moscow, the Grand Duke Sergius 
(who was also the Uncle of the Czar) . 

Afterwards, he left for Geneva. 

1907 (Approx) (S) Wrote his first novel, "The Pale Horse." 

1909 (Approx) (S) Wrote his second novel, "What Never 
Happened (That Which Was Not)." 



1910-1914 (R) Moved to St. Petersburg as a British 
agent. Set himself up in society, worked for 
a Russian armaments firm and became the Russian 
agent for the German firm of Blohm and Voss. In 
this position he was able to obtain and forward 
copies of all German Naval designs to England. 
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1914-1916 (S) Correspondent in France. 



1914 (R) Reilly had bigamously married a Russian 

Countess. They moved to Japan for a few months 
then New York. (Lockhart dates this second 
marriage as 1916 in New York). 



1916-1917 (R) Joined the Royal Canadian Flying Corps 
(RCAF) , returned to England and conducted 
spying missions throughout Germany. 



1917 (S) Returned to Russia after Revolution broke out. 

First appointed as Commissar of the South Western 
Group of Armies, became Deputy Minister of War 
in Kerensky's Provisional Government. 

1917 August. (S) The Kornilov Affair. Became Military 
Governor of Petrograd for three days. Fired by 
Kerensky. Expelled from the SR Party. 

1917 October (November). (S) Bolshevik takeover. Savinkov 
immediately began a counter-revolutionary career. 
Organized the "League for the Defence of Country 

and Liberty." Approached Bruce Lockhart, the British 
representative; received no money. Approached the 
French Military Mission; did receive funds. 

1918 (R) Sent to Russia by Lloyd George, supposedly 
to overthrow the Bolsheviks in any way he could. 
Started to organize a coup with himself as the 
new head of Russia. First met Boris Savinkov. 
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1918 July. (S) Instigated an uprising at- insistence of the 
French, idea was to form a line from Archangel south 
through Vologda and Kazan, with the French landing 
in Archangel. Savinkov took and held Yaroslav for 
a few days. The French did not actually land until 
sometime in August. Savinkov left Russia via 
Vladivostock in late 1918. 



1918 August (R) Coup planned for August 28, using the 
Lettish Regiments, during the meeting of the 
Soviet Central Executive Committee. When this 
meeting was postponed (possibly at Dzerzhinsky's 
insistence because he had wind of trouble), 
Reilly changed the coup date to coincide with 
the new committee meeting date, September 6. 



31 August 1918 (R) Dora Kaplan, an SR, shot Lenin. He 
did not die but , as a result , Dzerzhinsky 
started a "reign of terror" that, knowingly or 
or unknowingly, decimated Reilly's planned 
coup. Reilly escaped back to London. 

Dec 1918-Mar 1919 (R) Sent to South Russia to report 
on White Russian strength and activities. 

1919 (R) Attended the Paris Peace Conference. First 

met Winston Churchill, introduced Churchill and 
Savinkov . 

1919 (S) Lived in Paris, represented Kolchak and Denikin, 

responsible for Allied liaison, propaganda and 
supplies. Met Churchill and Lloyd George. 
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1919 (T) Dzerzhinsky started planning an operation designed 

to draw prominent anti- communists back into Russia. 



1920-1923 (R) Fund raising for Savinkov. 

1920 (S) After defeat of Kolchak and Denikin, Savinkov was 
invited to Warsaw by Marshal Jozef Pilsudski; raised 
Russian volunteers to fight with the Poles during 
the Russo-Polish War. 

1 December, 1920 (T) Lenin directed Dzerzhinsky to formulate 
plan to "neutralize" the emigre threat and capture or 
eliminate various emigre leaders. He responded 
with several plans, one of which was the Trust, which 
included both aims . 

1921 (S) Polish- Soviet Peace. Savinkov expelled from 
Poland, returned to Paris. Visited Prague for 
awhile; received no help. 

Late summer, 1921 (T) Yakushev stops in Reval, Estonia and 
explains the existence of the Trust. 

Feb, 1922 (T) Cheka replaced by the GRU . 

1922 (S) Savinkov visited Mussolini; received no help. 

1922-1923 (T) heavy flow of information coming from the 

Trust to "White" organizations, building reputation. 
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1923 (S) Wrote his last novel, "The Black Horse." 



18 May, 1923 (R) Married Pepita Bobadilla, again 
bigamous ly. He had previously divorced his 
Russian wife, but had never divorced his 
first wife, Margaret. 

June, 1923 (T) first meeting between Yakushev and "White" 
general, held in Berlin. 

1924 (early) (T) Yakushev received by Grand Duke Nicholas. 

1924 July (S) Decides to return to Russia. Had received 
a letter from his lieutenant, Pavlovsky, to come to 
Russia and assume command of the underground 
organization. Reilly came from New York to try to 
persuade him not to go. 

1924 August (S) Arrested in Minsk on the 20th. Showcase 
trial, ended on the 29th. Sentenced to death with 
a recommendation for mercy. Commuted to 10 Years. 

1924-1925 (S) In prison. Visited by western newsmen. Asked 
why he returned, "I would rather see those towers 
(the Kremlin) from a prison cell than walk freely 
in the streets of Paris." A French reporter asked, 
"Are the GPU horror stories true or false?" Savinkov 
replied, "Speaking for myself they are obviously 
untrue." Trillisser ended the interview. 
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1925 May 7 (S) Savinkov died, jumped (or pushed) from 
his cell window. 

1925 September (R) Reilly enters Russia. Stalin orders 
that Reilly be arrested and then shot. 

Executed on November 5 (?). 



1926 (T) Growing distrust of Trust by "Whites" and western 
intelligence organizations. 



April 13, 1927 (T) Opperput defects and breaks cover of 
the Trust. 
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B. CAST OF MAJOR CHARACTERS 



Biographical Data 



Artuzov: Chief of the Counter Intelligence Department, ran 
the Trust, died in the Purges. 



Felix Dzerzhinsky: First head of the Cheka, founded the 
Trust on Lenin's order, died 20 July, 1926. 

General A. P. Kutyepov: head of "White" Combat Organization 
(CO) which was designed to conduct acts of terror against 
the Bolsheviks. Even though he had complete faith in his 
cousin, Maria Shultz, the General always had reservations 
about the Trust. He always ran some of his agents into 
Russia without the Trust knowing. Became leader of the 
"Whites" after the deaths of Grand Duke Nicholas and Baron 
Wrangel, kidnapped in Paris by the OGPU on 26 January, 1930, 
fate unknown. 



Edward Opperput : Financial head of the Trust, Soviet 
counter-intelligence agent who may actually have worked for 
Savinkov and the SR's prior to being coerced into working 
for the Cheka and the Trust. Defected and provided the 
final proof that broke the cover of the Trust, went back 
into Russia on a raid with Maria Shultz, probably killed, 
fate unknown. 
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General N.M. Potapov: A Czarist general who was appointed 

Chief of the General Staff by Lenin on 23 November, 1917. 
He worked for the Trust until it ended, adding credence to 
the organization. Died February, 1946. 



Sydney Reilly: British secret agent who almost reversed the 
Bolshevik takeover in a planned coup attempt in 1918. 
Introduced Savinkov to Churchill and others in 1922. Killed 
by the Trust (?) and helped destroy it in the process, 
probably executed in November, 1925. 



Boris Savinkov: Deputy to Kerensky as War Minister, Leader 
of the Social Revolutionary (SR) party. Arch-enemy of Lenin 
and Dzerzhinsky. Never really accepted by most monarchist 
elements because of his part in the assassination of Grand 
Duke Serge and other high ranking Czarist officials before 
the end of the monarchy. Captivated Reilly and Churchill 
but was never able to obtain concrete support from Western 
Governments. Lured back into Russia by the Trust, put on 
trial and reported to have committed suicide by jumping 
(pushed) from a window of the Lubianka on May 7, 1925 (?). 



Maria Shultz: Trusted courier of General Kutyepov, made many 
trips back and forth into Russia and actually lived in 
Moscow until 1927. Firmly believed in the Trust. Was 
unwittingly responsible for Reilly's death by convincing him 
to go into Russia. Carried on long affair with Opperput but 
never realized true nature of the Trust until they both left 
Russia in April, 1927, and Opperput broke the cover of the 
Trust. She met with Pepita Reilly and apologized for her 
part in luring Reilly back into Russia. She went into 
Russia with Opperput in May, 1927, on a raid, fate unknown, 
probably killed. 



20 



Trillisser: Ran scientific espionage, Deputy to Dzerzhinsky 
for the Trust, probably died in the Purges. 



General Baron P.N. Wrangel: One of the best "White" 

generals and, also, one of the few who had any political 
acumen. Regent of the South Russian Government in the 
Crimea and last Commander-in-Chief of the Imperial Russian 
Army. After losing the Crimea he organized what was left of 
the Russian Army into the "World Organisation of Russian War 
Veterans (known as the ROVS). Died in April, 1928. 

Alexander Yakushev: leader of the Trust as far as the West 
was concerned. Originally a Monarchist who was coerced into 
working for the Cheka and the Trust. Was very convincing 
when dealing with any of the emigre organizations, received 
by Grand Duke Nicholas once and usually attended meetings of 
the Supreme Monarchist Council. Reportedly died in the late 
Thirties, fate unknown. 
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II. THE TRUST - BACKGROUND AND BEGININGS 



At 3:00 PM on 15 March, 1917 Czar Nicholas II abdicated 
the Throne of All the Russias in favor of his son. Czar 
Alexis II only reigned for about eight hours . Near midnight 
on that day Nicholas signed a new abdication document (an 
illegal act since he was no longer the Czar) abdicating for 
both himself and his son in favor of his brother Michael. 
Czar Michael II also only reigned for a short time, 
abdicating two days later in favor of the Provisional 
Government . The Romanovs had ended their three hundred and 
four year dynastic rule with hardly more than a whimper. 

The Provisional Government lasted approximately eight 
months. Lenin and the Bolshiviks grasped power during the 
October Revolution of the same year and started the form of 
government that still rules Russia today. The immediate 
result of this grasp of power by an extremely small group 
was that Russia was racked by civil war for the next three 
to four years between so many groups that it would be 
impossible to list them all, but who have been 
simplistically classified as the "Whites" and the "Reds." 

An important, though often overlooked, result of all this 
turmoil and upheaval in Russia was the large number of 
people of all types who fled from Russia. The Special 
Refugee Committee of the League of Nations estimated the 
figure at 844,000 Russians. 4 Lennard Gearson says, ". . .at 

least a million Russian refugees, including some 150,000 
followers of General Wrangel, had fled their native land and 



_ Roland^ Gaucher j Opposition in the USSR 1917-1967. (New 
York: Funk & Wagnalls , 1969J7 p. - T23. as quoted from 
unpublished paper of J. Markowicz. 
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